Dissertation/Thesis Committee Expectations
The dissertation or thesis committee consists of a minimum of three members (including the advisor) who hold appropriate graduate faculty status for their committee role. The committee shares expertise and provides guidance for the thesis/dissertation and is responsible for approving the quality of the scholarly work including the defense, adherence to the particular style manual, and the quality, syntax, spelling, and punctuation used in the thesis or dissertation. While the written thesis or dissertation is one outcome of the committee and student’s work, the ultimate outcome of the thesis and dissertation process is a competent and confident scholar/researcher.
The intent to produce a dissertation/thesis form should be submitted to the Graduate College as soon as possible after the committee has been determined. After the committee has been established, any changes to the composition of the committee, either addition of a member or subtraction/replacement of a member should be done so with the notification/approval of the department chair and program director. 
Duties of the committee members include the following:
1) Providing appropriate edits and comments on the final thesis/defense draft within 14 days of receipt.
2) Providing scholarly suggestions to the student and advisor for project direction, development, and/or analysis. 
3) Attending any committee related meetings
4) Attending the thesis/dissertation defense
5) Approving the final thesis/dissertation manuscript.

Note: these duties are standard across all committees and disciplines. Participation on a thesis committee does not by default grant the faculty members of the committee authorship of any published work relating to the thesis/dissertation work. Any authorship attributions for scholarly publication or intellectual property must fall within the defined ethical guidelines of the respective discipline. 

